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			Patents, personal genetics and progress: Top 10 genetics stories of 2013
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			Legally and socially, 2013 has been another long productive year in genetics. Laura Hercher, of the DNA Exchange, offered a whirlwind tour of her top ten genetics stories for the year.

This Thanksgiving, the FDA turned up the volume on the conversation about regulating genetic testing by banning 23andMe from interpreting the results of its genetic tests.

The furor that those greeted those announced restrictions, however, reminds us that there’s no turning back the clock on personal genetics–even with the ban, one can still order the raw SNP data from 23andMe and other companies and then use free online tools to get a DIY analysis.

The Supreme Court made a historic, murky, and agitating ruling in the Myriad Genetics breast cancer gene test case. The ruling, Hercher says, “invalidated gene patents, which the justices clearly felt were problematic, but did not in a single swipe eliminate all claims relating to DNA, thus wreaking havoc in biotech.”

Then there was that whole revelation that anonymous DNA is an oxymoron, courtesy of some enterprising MIT hactivists, who de-anonymized online DNA data using publicly accessible databases.

In the category of simple innovation, we’ve seen the first gene-silencing drug, a promising new targeted DNA-editing technique, and the story of a stem-cell trachea grown for a two-year-old girl who was missing a windpipe at birth.

And after all that, the Acheron Price–the X prize of genome sequencing–was canceled because the field of genetics technology is changing so swiftly and successfully.

It’s been a pretty busy year.

Read the full, original story: The Bumpy Road From Bench to Bedside: Top 10 Genetics Stories of 2013
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GLP podcast: Oops — heirloom seed company markets GM tomato; Anti-biotech movement in retreat; Bill Gates does more harm than good?
 Cameron English, Liza Dunn |  March 13, 2024





GLP podcast: AAP refuses to print rebuttal to anti-GMO study; Billion-dollar anti-pesticide ‘money grab’; Ultra-processed food won’t make you obese?
 Cameron English, Kevin Folta |  March 6, 2024
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Video: Why does love make us feel so good? Examining its effect on our brains





			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
		Bees & Pollinators	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Dissecting claims about Monsanto suing farmers for accidentally planting patented seeds





Analysis: Do neonicotinoid and glyphosate pesticides threaten bees? A reassessment





How effective and safe are current-generation pesticides?






			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
			
		Infographics	More...

		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Are pesticide residues on food something to worry about?

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring drew attention to pesticides and their possible dangers to humans, birds, mammals and the ...
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Why is there controversy over GMO foods but not GMO drugs?
 Genetic Literacy Project





How are GMOs labeled around the world?
 Genetic Literacy Project





How does genetic engineering differ from conventional breeding?
 Genetic Literacy Project






			
			

				

				

					

		

					

		
				

				

				

				

				
				
					
					
					
						
					
			
						
				
					GLP Profiles	More...


		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
					
Alex Jones: Right-wing conspiracy theorist stokes fear of GMOs, pesticides to sell ‘health supplements’





IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer): Glyphosate cancer determination challenged by world consensus
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						 CRISPR gene editing applications are expanding dramatically in agriculture. Here are the latest advances 
	 Is tilapia a human-made freak that we should avoid — or an evolutionary rockstar? 
	 Viewpoint: The Europe’s anti-pesticide fearmongering continues to cripple African food security hopes 
	 When did our human ancestors arrive in Europe? 1.4-million-year-old artifacts made by hominids track their migration 
	 Viewpoint: Seed patent controversy — ‘Does intellectual property in agriculture really drive up costs for farmers and restrict access?’ Here are the numbers 
	 Insect Allies: Why the Pentagon’s plan to transmit plant viruses with gene edited insects to increase climate resilience is stirring such controversy 
	 CRISPR co-creator Jennifer Doudna on how gene editing can tackle antibiotic resistance crisis 
	 Understanding ego death: Psychedelics can be humbling for some people — but for others it inflates their egos. Why? 
	 New Zealand considers deregulating crop gene editing, but public resistance and limited understanding of CRISPR limits acceptance 
	 Food security challenged Pakistan reevaluating benefits of currently-banned GMO crops 
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			Get news on human & agricultural genetics and biotechnology delivered to your inbox.
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